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Mar. xi. 30. | 
For my Yoke is eaſy, and my Burden 
is light. E 


1] OTHING is more unfriendly 
to mankind than to picture re- 
ligion in a form, x ee and 
terrifying. Nothing is a more 
injurious calumny againſt the 
goſpel, than to repreſent its precepts, as ri- 
gorous impoſitions and unneceſſary reſtraints. 
This is falſe repreſentation. True religion 
is the perfection of human nature, and the 
foundation of uniform, exalted pleaſure; of 
public order and private happineſs. Chriſti- 
anity is an excellent inſtitution, and moſt 
uſeful, having the promiſe of the life, that 
now is, and of that which is to come. It is 
the voice of reaſon ; it is alſo the language 
of ſcripture e ways of wiſdom are ways 
of pleaſantneſs * ; in keeping the divine com- 
mands here is great reward ©; and our _ 
B | ſe 


21 Tim. iv. 8, prov. iii. 17. Pal. xix. 11, 


WH 
ſed Saviour affureth us, that his yoke his 640 
and that his burden is light. 

From theſe words my deſign i is, to 

the cauſe of religion, — to plead it with ww 
Who allege the ſeverity” of its rules, as an 
excuſe for their negle& of them, and from 
a miſapprehenſion of the difficulties of reli- 
gion decline the reaſonable ſervice. 


...n treating the ſubject I propole, 


F irſt, to kt. one or two brief remarks 
in order to clear the ſenſe of this paſ- 
ſage; and. to limit the bounds of the 
truth which it contains. 

Secondly, to repreſent the reaſonableneſs, 
the eaſe and pleaſure of the chriſtian 
lite. 


Theſe things conſidered, there will be 
room for ſome uſeful inferences, not unſuit- 
bine to the occaſion of our FAG aſſem- 

lin 

F iel. Jam to make one or two remarks, 
in order to clear the ſenſe of this paſſage and 
to limit the bounds of the truth, which it 
contains. The needful remarks are theſe— 
The aſſertion in the text ſuppoſeth, that 
perſons are in ſome degree inured to the 
practice of religion, and have a virtuous 


diſpoſition of mind. To thoſe, who have 


dong engaged in a wicked life, the duties of 


religion are at firſt irkſome and 8 
| becauſe 


13 
becauſe they oppoſe ſtrong prejudices and 


confirmed habits of vice: but when evil 
habits are removed, and good ones are ac- 
quired, religion is eaſy, and its duties be- 
come delightful. —Again; the natural ad- 
vantages reſulting from the practice of pi- 
ety and virtue may be obſtructed in great 
meaſure by the oppreſſions of power, by 
the prevalence of a melancholy temper, 
or by wrong ſentiments of religion: but 
where there are no violent perſecutions; 
where there is nothing in the conſtitution 
inclining to gloom and deſpondency ; where 
there is nothing in men's ſchemes of religi- 
on that is moroſe and ſevere; where religi- 
on is rightly underſtood and uniformly 
practiſed, the genuine fruits are inward com- 
poſure and ſublime ſatisfaction, This being 
premiſed, we proceed, 
Secondly, to repreſent the reaſonableneſs, 
eaſe and pleaſure of the chriſtian life, or to 
ſhew under a few propoſitions, that the reli- 
gion of Jeſus is an eaſy yoke and a /ight bur 
den. We would obſerve 

In the firſt place, that the religion of Je- 
{us is eaſier than the religion contained in the 
law of Moſes, The Jews were a people of 
a low genius; ſo fond of pageantry, and ſo 
prone to ſuperſtition, that had they not been 
indulged with a ceremonious religion of 
their own, they would have renounced the 


worſhip of the true God altogether, and 
B 2 have 


[5] 

have fallen in with the . 4a idolatry of the 
neighbouring nations. From a regard to 
their weakrieſs, a pompous ſervice, and a 
long train of innocent ceremonies were 
wiſely enjoined by the Moſaic law. Beſides 
the moral precepts, the ritual obſervances 


under that diſpenſation were very numerous; 


ſome of them very expenſive, and others 
very grievous. All this together rendered 
that ſervice ſo burdenſome, that an apoſtle 
of Chriſt ſcruples not, to call it, a yoke, which 
neither they nor their fathers were able to 
Dear ©. 

Is it thus with the chriſtian inſtitution ? 
Quite otherwiſe. This hath aboliſked the law 
of commandments, contained in ordinances*; 
and in its ſtead requires of us a rational ſer- 
vice, a worſhip in ſpirit and in truth; ſuch 
as is worthy of the majeſty of God to ac- 
cept, and of the nature of man to pay. 
One of its important and eſſential branches 
is natural religion—reſtored, when the know- 
ledge of it was in a manner eraſed from the 
minds of men by vice and wild enthuſiaſm 
—reinforced by additional motives and nevy 
diſcoveries. Its poſitive rites are few, of 


plain, eaſy fignificancy, manifeſtly adapted 


to eſtabliſh a ſenſe of moral obligations. 
The goſpel placeth religion, not in abſtruſe 
ſpeculation and metaphyſical ſubtleties; not 
in outward ſhew and tedious ceremony; not 

d Acts xv. 10, e Epheſ. ii, 15. 


[7.4 

m ſuperſtitious auſterities and enthuſiaſtic 
viſion; but in purity of heart and holineſs 
'of life. The ſum of our duty, in the opi- 
nion of our divine maſter, conſiſteth in the 
love of God and of our neighbour ; accordin 
to St. Paul, in denying ungodlineſs and world- 
ly Iufts ; and in living ſoberly, righteoufly and 
godly in the preſent world's; according to St. 
James, in viſiting the fatherleſs and widows 
in their ajfliction, and in keeping ourſelves 
unſpotted from the world ®,— This is the con- 
ſtant ſtrain and tenor of the goſpel. This it 
inculcates moſt earneſtly, and on this it lays 
the greateſt ſtreſs. 

But is the chriſtian ſcheme only a republi- 
cation of the law of nature, or merely a re- 
fined ſyſtem of morality ? Certainly, ſome- 
thing more. It is an act of grace, a ſtupen- 
dous plan of providence, deſigned for the re- 
covery of mankind from a ſtate of degrada- 
tion and ruin to the favour of God and to 
the hopes of an happy immortality through 
a mediator. Under this diſpenſation true re- 
ligion expreſſeth itſelf in a repentance to- 
wards God, and in faith in the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, as the perſon appointed by the ſu- 
preme authority of heaven and earth to re- 
concile apoſtate men to their offended Ma- 
ker; as a ſacrifice for ſin ; our vital Head 
and our governing Lord, —This is religion 


as 


Matt, xxii. 37, &c. * Tit. ii, 12. b James i, 27. 


[83] 
as we are chriſtians. And what hardſhip, 
what exaction is there in all this? It will 
help to illuſtrate and enforce this truth, if 
we conſider, 

Secondly, that conſequently the practice 
of religion is much eaſier than the ſervitude 
of ſin. Our rational powers, it will be ac- 
knowledged, are impaired, and the ſoul is 
much enfeebled by fin : the animal paſſi- 
ons are ſtrong and apt to oppoſe the dictates 
of reaſon : objects of ſenſe make powerful 
impreflions upon the mind. We are, in 
every ſituation, ſurrounded with many temp- 
tations and ſnares. In ſuch a diſordered 
Nate of things, to maintain a courſe of ſtrict 
piety and uncorrupted virtue is a work of 
great difficulty. However, as reſtraints from 
vice and incitements to virtue, there are 
cloſely woven into our make many tender 


propenſions and generous inſtincts. The 


gracious author of nature has planted in 
the human mind a quick ſenſe of good and 
evil; a faculty which ſtrongly dictates right 
and wrong. And though by the ſtrength 
of appetite and warmth of paſſion men are 
often hurried into immoral practices ; yet in 
the beginning, eſpecially where there has 
been the advantage of a good education, it 
is uſually with great reluctance and oppoſi- 
tion of mind. What inward ſtruggles pre- 
cede, and what bitter pangs attend their ſin- 
ful exceſſes! what guilty bluſhes and 254 

| e 5 fears! 


[9] 

fears! What ſtartling profpects and pale 
reviews! Terrors are upon them, and a fire 
not blown conſumeth tbem. To make 4 
mock of fin, and to commit iniquity without 
remorſe, is an attainment, that requires 
length of time, and much painful labour ; 
— more painful labour than 1s requiſite to 
attain that habitual goodneſs, which is the 
glory of the man, the ornament of the 
chriſtian, his preparation for heaven, and 
the chief ſpring of his happineſs there. The 
ſoul can no more be reconciled to flagrant 
acts of wickedneſs, than the body to ex- 
ceſs, but by paſſing through many painful 
fits and uneaſy qualms. 

The mouth of conſcience may indeed be 
ſtopped for a while by falſe principles: its 
ſecret whiſpers may be drowned by the noiſe 
of company, and ſtifled by the entertain- 
ments of ſenſe: but ſo deeply rooted is this 
principle of conſcience in 3 nature, ſo 
clear and ſtrong its voice, that all the ſin- 
ners arts will be unable to lull it into a laſt- 
ing ſecurity. When the hour of calamity 
comes upon the ſinner ; when ſickneſs ſeiz- 
eth, and death approaches, conſcience con- 
ſtrains him to attend to her accuſations, and 
will not ſuffer the temples of his head to 
| take any reſt, There is no peace to the wicked. 
The foundations of peace are fubverted, and 

they - 


i Job xx. 25, 26. 


[ 20 ] 
they are at utter enmity with their reaſon, 
with their conſcience, and with their God. 
Not fo in the caſe of true religion. Con- 
ſcience is on her fide : reaſon pleads for her, 
and intereſt joins in the recommendation, 
When religion, pure and genuine, forms 
the temper, and governs the life, conſcience 
applauds, and there is inward peace. 'The 


ſoul is in its right ſtate. There is an order 


and regularity in the faculties, as well as 
in the actions. Conſcious of its own inte- 
grity, and ſecure of the divine approbation, 


it enjoys a calmneſs, not to be deſcribed. 


But why do I call this happy frame, calm- 
neſs only? It is far beyond mere calmneſs. 
There may be a calmneſs in the air, though 
the day be overcaſt with thick miſts and 
clouds. The pious, virtuous mind is like a 
ſerene day, enlightened and enlivened with 
the brighteſt ſun-ſhine. Though all with- 
out may be clouds and darkneſs ; there is 
light in the heart of the good man. He is ſa- 
tisfied from himſelf ; and is filled with peace 
and joy in believing. In the concluding ſcene 
all is peaceful and ſerene. The immortal 
part quits its tenement of clay with the 


well-grounded hope of aſcending to happi- 


neſs and glory. Beſides, | 
The goſpel enjoins no duty but what is 
fit and reaſonable. It calls upon all its pro- 
feſſors to practiſe reverence, ſubmiſſion, and 


gratitude to God; juſtice, truth, and uni- 
verſal 


TE 3 5 
verſal benevolence towards men; and to 
maintain the government of their own minds. 
And what has any one to object againſt 
this? From the leaſt of Chriſt's command- 
ments to the greateſt of them, there is 
not one, which impartial reaſon can find 
fault with. His law is perfect: his precepts 
are true, and righteous altogether. Not even 
thoſe excepted, which require us to love our 
enemies, to deny ourſeFves, and to take up our 
croſs. To forgive an injury is more gene- 
rous and manly than to revenge it; to con- 
trol licentious appetite, than to indulge it : 
To ſuffer poverty, reproach, and even death 
itſelf, in the ſacred cauſe of truth and inte- 
grity, is much wiſer and better, than, by 
baſe compliances, to make ſhipwreck of 
faith and a good conſcience. Thus in a ſtorm 
at ſea, or in a conflagration a-ſhore, a man 
with pleaſure abandons his lumber to ſecure 
his jewels. Piety and virtue are the wiſeſt 
and moſt reaſonable things in the world ; 
vice and wickedneſs are moſt irrational and 
abſurd. To this we would add, 

The all-wiſe Author of our being hath 
ſo framed our natures, and placed us in ſuch 
relations, that there is nothing vicious but 
what is injurious, nothing virtuous but what 
is advantageous to our preſent intereſt, with 
reſpe& both to body and mind. Meekneſs 
and humility, patience and univerſal charity, 
are graces, which give a joy, unknown to 
tranſ- 
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tranſgreſſors. The divine virtues of truth 
and equity are the only bands of friendſhip, 
and ſupport of ſociety. Sobriety and tem- 
perance are the beſt preſervatives of health 
and ſtrength; whereas ſin and debauch im- 
pair the body, conſume the fubſtance, re- 
duce to poverty, and are the direct path to 
an immature and untimely death. Now 
this is the chief excellence of all laws, and 
what will ever keep them from being bur- 
denſom, when they enjoin nothing unbe- 
coming, nothing injurious. But, 

| Thirdly, to render our duty eaſy, we 
have the example of Chriſt, as well as his 
commands, The great maſters of morality 
among the heathens gave very good rules 
for the regulation of men's manners: but 
againſt all their harangues there lay this ex- 
ception : They wanted either the honeſty 
or the conrage to try their own arguments 
upon themſelves. It was a ſtrong preſump- 
tion, that the yoke of the Serzbes and Pha- 
riſees was grievous; when they laid Heavy 
burthens upen men's ſhoulders, which they 


_ themſelves refufed to rauch with one of their 


fingers k. Not thus our great Lawgiver, 
Chriſt Jeſus. His behaviour was in all re- 


ſpects conformable to bis doctrine. His 


devotion towards God, how ſublime and 
ardent! His benevolence towards men, how 
generous and diffuſive! He was in his life 


an 


Match. xxiii. 4. 


[ 13 ] 

an exact pattern of innocence : for he did 
no ſin, neither was guile found in his mouth, 
In his death, of patience ; for he was brought, 
as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep 
before her ſhearers is dumb; ſo he opened not 
his mouth m. The moſt ſhining characters 
amongſt mere men are ſhaded and blemiſhed 
by many imperfections: but in the Son of 
God, incarnate, is exhibited to us the brighteſt 
and faireſt reſemblance of the Father, that 
earth or heaven ever beheld, — an example 
in itſelf finiſhed, and moſt perfect; — an ex- 
ample, peculiarly perſuaſive, calculated to 
inſpire reſolution, and to animate to divine 
| improvement: For it is the example of the 
author and finiſher of our faith; of our great 
friend and benefactor ; of him, who loved 
us, and gave himPelf ' far 16. Our profeſſion 
and character, as chriſtians, oblige us to 
make this example the model of our own 
lives. Every motive of decency, gratitude 
and intereſt conſtrain us ſo t walk, even as 
he walked. — We would obſerve, 

In the fourth place, that our duty is caly; 
becauſe God, who 4noweth our frame, is 
ever ready to aſſiſt. Of this aſſiſtance many 
of the heathen Sages had ſome notions, 
guided merely by nature's light. But what 
they looked upon only as probable, the goſpel 
clearly and ſtrongly aſſerts. We there hear 
the Apoſtle exhorting, Let us come boldly to 

C 2 the 
1 1 Pet. ii, 22, m [{ai, Ini. 7. 


[14 ] 
the throne of grace, that wwe muy obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in the time of needs 
We there hear our Lord himſelf arguing in 
this convincing manner: — If ye being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children ; 


how much more ſhall your heavenly Father 
give the holy ſpirit to them that aſe bim. 
Certain it is, many things in ſcripture, 
relating to the operations of the Spirit of 
God upon the mind, have a reference to 
thoſe extraordinary gifts, which were pecu- 
liar to the Apoſtolic age. But to confine 
the office of the Spirit to the firſt diſpenſa- 
tion of the goſpel, and to his extraordinary 
work at that time, ſeems to us to rob chriſ- 
tianity of its glory, and its profeſſors of 
ſome of their nobleſt ſupports and encou- 
ragements. | 
The ſcripture-doctrine of divine influ- 
ences 1s not, as a late writer againſt revela- 
tion inſinuates, a doctrine of fate and of licen- 
tiouſneſs. We do not aſſert, that the agency 
of the ſpirit is irreſiſtible, and lays a neceſ- 
ſitating bias on all the faculties and affec- 
tions. Were this the caſe, precepts and 
prohibitions, promiſes and threatnings, would 
ſignify nothing: and duty and obligation 


would be words without any meaning. The 


ſpirit aſſiſteth in a way agreeable to the 
frame of human nature, not controling the 
free uſe of reaſon, but by the help of the 

FOND e 


* Heb. iv. 16. 0 Luke xi, 13. 


[25] 

underſtanding, influencing. the will, and. 
moderating the affections. But though the 
mode of his operations we may not be able 
to explain, the ſcriptures warrant us to aſ- 
ſert, that, when men are renewed and pre- 
pared for heaven, it is through ſanctiſication of 
the ſpirit, and belief of the trath? How en- 
livening the thought! How encouraging the 
motive! We are not left to ſtruggle alone 
with the difficulties, which attend the prac- 
tice of virtue in the preſent imperfect ſtate. 
The merciful Father of our ſpirits is ever 
near to help our infirmities, to enlighten the 
underſtanding, to ſtrengthen good reſolutions, 
and, in concurrence with our own endea- 
vours, to make us conquerors over all op- 
poſition. Faithful is he to his promiſes, and 
will not ſuffer the ſincere and well-diſpoſed 
to be tempted above what they are able to bear. 
What can be deſired more than this? To 
promote the virtue and happineſs of his 
moral offspring, the ſupreme Parent hath 
done all that is conſiſtent with the holineſs 
of his nature, and the agency of man. If 
then we are not virtuous and happy, we are 
utterly inexcuſable. 5 

Further: The great doctrine of the goſ- 
pel, concerning the propitious mercy of 
God to all ſincere penitents through Chriſt 
E. contributes much to the eaſe and plea- 
[ure of a religious life. — Let it be grantorl, 
Dp 15 at 


P 2 Thefl, ii. 13. 1 1 Cor, Xx. 13, 
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(16 ] 
that the hope of pardon · is eſſential to the 
religion of fallen creatures ; and one of its 
firſt principles; yet conſidering the doubts 
and ſuſpicions, which are apt to riſe in the 
mind, conſcious of guilt, it is undoubtedly, 
a great, an ineſtimable favour, to be reliev- 
ed in this reſpect by a meſſenger from God 
himſelf. This is our happineſs. We are 
not left to depend upon uncertain hopes, or 
conſequential reaſonings, which the bulk of 
mankind are very little uſed to; but we are 
aſſured, that, upon our repentance, we ſhall, 
through the mediation of Chriſt, receive the 


full remiſſion of paſt fins, and be reſtored to 
the fame ſtate of favour with our Maker, as 


if we had never tranſgreſſed his laws. Here 
the goſpel triumphs. With theſe aſſurances 
it abounds. Upon this head the declarations 
of our Savior and his Apoſtles are ſo expreſs 
and full, that every one who believes them, 
and knows himſelf to be a true penitent, 
muſt baniſh every doubt, and fear, and re- 


joice with joy unſpeakable. Come unto me, all 


ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reſt". All manner of |, n and 
blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto men. Be it 
known to yeu, men and brethren, that through 
5 s man is preached unto you the forgi —— 


And by him all that believe are fuſti- 


2 170 all things, from which ye could not 
be juſtified by the low of Moſes * The blood 


of 


Matth. xi, 28. TCxii. 31. : Ads Kill. 38, 32. : 


1 
of Jeſus cleanſeth from all ſin:. What grace 
and fayour is this ! who can repeat the won- 
derous truth too often! who can dwell on 
the tranſporting theme too long! Now our 
way 1s plain before us, and the burden we 
are to bear is made eaſy, No ſins are un- 
pardonable, it repented of and forſaken. 
Conſider this all you, if we may ſuppoſe 
any of that character in this aſſembly, who 
have never yet minded religion, but have 
purſued a courſe of vice and ſenſuality all 
your lives long. Though your conduct has 
been baſe to the laſt degree, your caſe is 
not deſperate. Far from it. The God whom 
you have ſo highly offended commiſerates 
your errors, 1s ever ready to extend his par- 
doning mercy to his moſt degenerate crea- 
tures upon their repentance and reformation, 
and is in Chriſt Jeſus, reconciling the world 
unto himſelf, not imputing unto penitent ſin- 
ners their treſpaſſes “. Let the wicked there- 
fore for/ake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; and let him return unto the 
Lord, who will fo liberally extend bis mer- 
cy to him, and to our God, who will thus 
abundantly pardon *. 80 
In the laſt place, the chriſtian life is eafy 
and delightful ; becauſe it leads to the per- 
fect, eternal life of heaven. That there are 
from the light of nature ſtrong preſumptions 
of a future ſtate cannot be denied. The 


preſent 
® i John i. 7. 2 2 Cor. v. 19, * Ifa, lv. 7. 
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| F 38.1 | 
preſent exiſtence does not look like aii entirs 


ſcene; but rather like the infancy of human 
nature, which is capable of rr, to much 


greater maturity : but whatever ſolid foun- 
dation the doctrine of a future ſtate may 
have in nature and reaſon ; certain it is, that 
through the habitual neglect of reflection and 
the force of Irregular paſſions, this doctrine 
was, before the coming of Chriſt, very much 
disfigured, and in great meaſure loſt among 
men. 

In the heathen world, a future ſtate of 
rewards was a matter of mere ſpeculation 
and uncertainty, ſometimes hoped for, ſome- 
times doubted of, and at other times abſo- 
lutely denied. The law of Mzyſes, though 
of divine original, is enforced chiefly by 
promiſes of temporal bleſſings; and even in 
the writings of the prophets a future im- 
mortality is very ſparingly mentioned, and 
obſcurely repreſented. ' But the doctrine of 
our Savior hath brought life and immortality 
fo full light. In the goſpel we have a diſtinct 
account of another world, attended with 
many engaging circumſtances ; about which 
the deciſions of reaſon were dark and con- 
fuſed, We have the teſtimony of the au- 
thor of our religion, who was raiſed from 
the dead, and afterwards, in the preſence of 
his diſciples, aſcended into heaven. In the 
new Teſtament it is expreſly declared, that 
-_— men, oben "m— from the body are 


Pon 
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preſent with the Lord y. Here we are aſſur- 
ed of the reſurrection of the body, of a 
glorious form, clothed with immortal vis 
gour, ſuited to the active nature of the a- 
nimating ſpirit, and aſſiſting its moſt enlarg- 
ed operations, and inceſſant progreſs towards 
perfection. Here we are aſſured, that he 
righteous ſhall go into life eternal* ; that they 
ſhall enter into the heavenly kingdom, 
where no ignorance ſhall cloud the under- 
ſtanding, and no vice diſturb the will ;— 
where nothing but love ſhall poſſeſs the ſoul, 
and nothing but gratitude employ the tongue; 
here they ſhall be united to an innume- 
rable company of angels, and to the general 
aſſembly and church of the firſt-born* , — 
where they ſhall ſee the exalted Redeemer 
at the right hand of the Father, and it 
down with him in his throne ;—where they 
ſhall be admitted into the immediate pre- 
ſence of the ſupreme fountain of life and 
bleſſedneſs, and, beholding his face, be 
changed into the ſame image from glory to glo- 
ry,—Here language—here imagination, fails 
me Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear beard, neither 
have it entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God bath prepared for them that 
love him. What is the Ehyfum of the hea- 
then, compared with the heaven of the 
chriſtian ? The hope, the proſpect of this is 
ſufficient to reconcile us to all difficulties in 
D the 
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the way, and to ſweeten all our labours; to 


alleviate every grief, and to filence every 


Thus we have ſhewn that the religion in- 


Nituted by Chriſt Jeſus is an eaſy yoke and 
a light burden. 


But why, ſays the diſſolute libertine in the 


gaiety of his heart, any yoke at all? God has 


made nothing in vain. The appetites he has 
planted in the human frame are to be gra- 


tified. To deny or to reſtrain them is 1gno- 
minious bondage: but to give full ſcope to 


every deſire and paſſion of the heart without 
check or controll is true, manly freedom. 
In oppoſition to this looſe and careleſs way 
of talking, let it be confidered—the liberty 
of a rational creature doth not conſiſt in an 
entire exemption from all rule ; but in fol- 
lowing the dictates of reaſon, as the go- 
verning principle, and in keeping the various 
paſſions in due ſubordination. To follow 
the regular movement of thoſe affections, 
which the great creator for wiſe and uſeful 


. purpoſes hath implanted within us is our du- 


ty: but as our natural defires in this ſtate of 
trial are apt to be irregular, we are bound to 
reſtrain their exceſſes, and not to indulge 
them, but in a ſtrict ſubſerviency to the in- 


tegrity and peace of our minds, and to the 
order and happineſs of the world. They 
who allow to ſenſe and brutal appetite the 
ſupreme command may promiſe themſelves 


liberty; 
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liberty; but all the while they are the er- 
wants of corruption, To be vitious is to be 
enſlaved. We look with pity upon ſuch as 
are chained down to gallies, or confined to 
dark priſons and loathſome dungeons : but 
much more abject and vile is the ſlavery of 
the ſinner. No ſlavery of the body is equal 
to the bondage of the mind: no chains 
preſs ſo cloſely, or gall ſo cruelly, as the 
fetters of fin, which corrode the very ſub- 
ſtance of the ſoul and fret every faculty. 

It muſt be confeſſed, ſome profligates 
there are, who have ſo hardened themſelves 
by cuſtom, as to be paſt feeling; and, be- 
cauſe inſenſible of their bondage, they 
boaſt of this their inſenſibility, as a mark 
of their native freedom, and of their hap- 
pineſs. Vain men! with equal propriety 
might they extol the peculiar happineſs of 
an apoplexy, and the profound tranquility 
of a lethargy. 

We now come to mention ſome uſeful 
reflexions, which will naturally riſe upon 
the ſubject. 

Firſt, we learn hence the peculiar ex- 
cellency and perfection of the chriſtian re- 
ligion. This hath cleared away idolatry 
and ſuperſtition, and brought immortal life 
to light, when wrapt up in almoſt impene- 
trable darkneſs. This hath ſet the great 
truths of religion in a clear and ſtrong view, 
and hath propoſed new and powerful mo- 

| 8 tives 
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tives to influence our minds and to deter- 
mine our conduct. Nothing is enjoined to 
be believed, but what is worthy of God; 

nothing to be practiſed, but what is friend- 
ly to man. Some important branches of 
this diſpenſation reaſon indeed could not 
diſcover, nor can reaſon juſtly arraign. With 
reſpect to other branches, it ſhould be al- 
ways remembered; there is a great deal of 
difference between findi ng out truth ourſelves, 

and diſcerning the evidence of it, when found. 
All the doctrines of the goſpel are rational 
and conſiſtent : all its precepts are moſt wile, 

juſt and good. The goſpel contains nothing 
grievous to an ingenuous mind: it debars us 
from nothing, but doing harm to ourſelves 
or to our fellow - creatures; and permits us 
to range any where, but in the paths of dan- 
ger and deſtruction. It only requires us to 


act up to the dignity of the rational nature, 


and to prefer to the vaniſhing pleaſures of 
fin the ſmiles of a reconciled God and an e- 
ternal weight of glory. And is this rigorous 
exaction, a heavy burden, not to be endu- 


red: Unworthy thought! baſe ſurmiſe! 


Surely no man, who is a real friend to 
the cauſe of virtue and to the intereſt of 


'mankind, can ever be an enemy to chriſtia- 


nity, if he truly underſtands it, and reflects 
upon its moſt wiſe and uſeful tendency. It 
conducteth us to our journey's end by the 
plaineſt and ſecureſt path that can be, where 


the fleps are not Arai tened, and where be that 


runneth, 
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runneth, ſtumbleth not. Let us, who live 


under this laſt and moſt gracious diſpenſa- 
tion of God to mankind, count all things but 


loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Feſus, our Lord; and not ſuffer ourſelves, by 
the ſlight cavils of unbelievers, to be moved 
away from the hope of the goſpel. Let us ſhew 
that we believe the ſuperior excellency of 
the goſpel, by conforming to the rules of 
it. Let us ſhew, that we are chriſtians in- 
deed and in truth, not by endleſs diſputes 
about trifles, and the tranſports of a blind 
zeal ; but by practiſing that univerſal, that 
exalted goodneſs, our holy religion recom- 


mends and by abounding in thoſe fruzts of 


righteouſneſs, which are through Chriſt to the 
praiſe and glory of God. 

Secondly, this ſubje& leads us to con- 
demn thoſe, who make chriſtianity bur- 
thenſome by the addition of rituals of men's 
deviſing. The ſimplicity of the chriſtian 
doctrine is its greateſt glory. By mixing 
things of a foreign nature with it, its na- 
tive beauty is defaced, and its excellent ten- 
dency much weakened, Yet what more 
common than to ſubſtitute the doctrines and 
inventions of men in the place of the doc- 
trines and inſtitutions of Chriſt ! 

The moſt guilty in this kind are the go- 
vernors of the church of Rome. They 
have hid pure, original chriſtianity under a 
thick veil of ceremonies, the ſillieſt and 
R | moſt 
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moſt wretched that ever diſgraced humani- 


ty, and have turned this divine religion into 
mere mummery and raree-ſhow. The ſu- 

itious rites of that corrupted church are 
multiplied almoſt beyond number, and have 
rendered what they call chriſtianity more 
burdenſome than even the jewiſh religion. 
It becomes us to have a due ſenſe of the 
bleſſings we enjoy by being inſtructed in 
the principles of the proteſtant religion, 
whereby we are delivered from the moſt de- 
plorable corruption, and the moſt cruel bon- 
dage. From a juft conſideration of theſe 
bleſſings, let us be zealous to ſecure them 
to ourſelves, and to make others partakers of 
them.—Let us never preſume to ſubſtitute a 
human ordinance in the place of one, that 
is divine; nor mingle our own weakneſſes 
with the plain doctrine of Chriſt : but let 
us take the chriſtian religion, as it is deli- 
vered to us by its glorious author ; and with 
regard to poſitive duties ſtrictly adhere to 
the primitive model againſt all arbitrary en- 
croachments *. 


Thirdly, 


* The celebrated hiſtorian of the council of Trent, 


after enumerating the deciſions of that ſynod concernin 


juſtification, which they had refined upon with great la- 
bour, and caſt entirely into the ſcholaſtic mould, adds 
this ſevere reflection: Of all theſe curious determi- 
<« nations, the greateſt ſhare of the merit inconteſta- 
<« bly belongs to Ariſtotle, who had in his Analytics 
« accurately diſtinguiſhed the various kinds of cauſes ; 
s which, if that famous heathen philoſopher had not 
« ſettled, we chriſtians, alas! had, at this day, re- 
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Thirdly, we may from what has been 
ſaid clearly ſee, how groundleſs all thoſe 
prejudices are, which ſome conceive againſt 
religion; as if it was a peevith, moroſe ſcheme, 
burthenſome to human nature, and incon- 
ſiſtent with the true enjoyment of life. Such 
ſentiments are apt eſpecially to prevail in the 
heat of youth, when the ſpirits are briſk 
and lively, and the paſſions warm and im- 
petuous.— But this is all miſtake; and a 
miſtake of the moſt dangerous tendency. 
The truth is, there is no pleaſure like that 
of a good conſcience; no real peace, but 
what reſults from the practice of virtue. 
This enobles the mind, and can alone ſup- 
port it under all the various unequal ſcenes 
of the preſent ſtate. This lays the foun- 
dation of an eaſy, comfortable life; of a ſe- 
rene, peaceful death, and of eternal joy and 
blefledneſs hereafter. Whereas vice is ru- | 
inous to all our moſt valuable intereſts. This | 
ſpoils the native beauty and ſubverts the or- 
der of the ſoul. This renders us the ſcorn 
of man, the rejected of God, and without 
timely repentance will rob us of a - happy 
eternity. Religion is the health, the liberty, 
and happineſs of the ſoul ; fin is the diſeaſe, 
the ſervitude and deſtruction of it. 
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« mained ignorant of many important articles of faith.“ | 
A bitter Renin indeed, but juſt: and it were to be { 
wiſhed, that this council had been the only one to which 
it could have been with propriety applied. 

Fra. Paol. L. 2. Seſ. 6. 
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If 1 thought this not ſufficient to con- 
vince you, I would lead you into the cham 
ber of the habitual rioter and leud debau - 
chee, worn out in the cauſe of iniquity; 
his bones full of the fins of his youth, and 
from his own Mouth, as he lies on his ex- 
piring bed, opprefſed with guilt and re- 
morſe, you ſhould learn, that the way of 
tranſgreſſors is hard, and that however ſweet 
fin may be in the commiſſion, it ftimgs [ike 
a ſerpent, and bites like an adder. What- 
ever the gay licentious may imagine, that 
to throw off all thoughts of religion, and 
by a courſe of intemperance to ſtifle the dic- 
tates of conſcience is a ſtate of eaſe and 
pleaſure, it will after all be found ineffectual. 
When outward objects loſe their power to 
charm, and their thoughts are called inward, 
they are uſually rouzed out of their lethar- 
gy, and entertained with none but dark and 
gloomy proſpects. It muſt be owned, it 
fometimes happens, that men, who have 
led very wicked lives, have gone out of the 
world, as they lived in it, defying conſctence 
and deriding a future judgment, as an idle 
fiction: but theſe inſtances are very rare, and 
only prove, that there are monſters in the 
moral, as well as in the natural world. 
It will be ſaid, that the ſons of vice and 
riot have pleaſure in ſenſual indulgences. 
Allowed : but it is altogether of the lower 
kind, empty, fleeting and tranſient : L:ke 
the crackling of thorns under a pot, ſo is _ 
5 mirt 
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mirth of the wicked. It makes a noiſe and 
a blaze for the preſent ; but ſoon vaniſhes a- 
way into ſmoke and vapour. On the other 
hand the pleaſure of religion is ſolid and 
laſting z which will attend us through all, 
even the laſt ſtages of life. When we have 
outlived the levity of youth, and have loſt 
our reliſh for the gay entertainments of ſenſe; 
when old age ſteals upon us, and ſtoops us 
towards the grave ; this will cleave faſt to us, 
and give us relief. It will be ſo far from end- 
ing at death, that then it commences perfect, 
and continually improves with new additions, 
Let the younger part of this audience give 
a favourable attention to theſe things, The 
world you are entering upon lies in wait with 
variety of temptations. Unkind ſentiments 
of religion will ſoon be ſuggeſted to you, and 
manifold ſnares ſpread in your way. But be 
not deceived by the artifices of ſeducers, nor 
be diſcouraged by any ill reports, that may 
be brought againſt religion, Be determined 
for a life of ſobriety and virtue in your young- 
er years. Taſte and fee how good the Lord 
is, and you will never repent of the experi- 
ment. Do but ſeriouſly ſet yourſelves to 


ſerve God, if any of you have never yet 


done it, and you will ſoon confeſs, that re- 
ligion is quite another thing than it appear- 
ed to you before you became acquainted 


with her. Inſtead of that forbidding aſpect, 


in which you heretofore painted her to your - 
ſelves, with clouds and frowns upon her 
E brow, 
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brow, you will diſcover nothing in her, but 
what is moſt lovely and charming. You 
will confeſs that the merchandiſe of wiſdom is 
better than the merchandiſe of filver, and the 
gain thereof than fine gold. You will find 
ſuch pleaſures belonging to purity and 
goodneſs, as have no ſorrows with them; as 
leave no ſtain upon the name, no guilt up- 
on the ſoul; pleaſures, far exceeding theirs, 
who chant to the ſound of the viol, and who 
are joyful in the ſtrength of new wine ; plea- 
ſures as much ſuperior to the falſe, polluted 
Joys of ſenſuality, as the ſoul is to the body, 
and the life of an angel to that of a brute. 
As you advance in holineſs, you will im- 
prove in the conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt; 
reap comfort in this world, and glory in the 
next. | 
We have ſeen the cloſe of one year more, 
and are entered upon another. The grand 
clock of time has ſtruck another hour. The 
ſpan of life ſhortens continually. Our mi- 
nutes are all on the wing, haſtening to be 
gone. Many of us in the laſt year have car- 
ried out our deareſt relatives to their funerals, 
We have, all of us, ſeen ſeveral of our friends 
laid up in their graves. It is more than pro- 
bable that ſome in this aſſembly will be re- 
moved into another world, before the next 
year commenceth. Thoſe who are now vi- 
gorous in health and blooming in youth have 
no more aſſurance of outliving this year than 
thoſe, whoſe cheeks are furrowed with age 4 
ET * 
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and whoſe ſtrength is waſted by a fickly con- 
ſtitution. Let youth learn the proper leflon 
from hence, not to be over-confident, but 
modeſt and confiderate—not to be libertine; 
but to act with prudence and virtuc—while 
engaged in the purſuit of pleaſure, not to 
deprive themſelves of the ſubſtantial plea- 
ſures of virtue ; not to forget that they are 
the mortal creatures and ſubjects of the e- 
ternal God and accountable to his ſupreme 
tribunal, Then whatever year they are cal- 
led out of this world, they will go off the 
ſtage with honour, with the applauſe of 
men, and with the approbation of God him- 
ſelf. 

We would entreat thoſe who have not 
loſt their natural modeſty ; who yet bluſh at 
vice, to guard againſt the beginnings of it ; 
without delay to retrieve a falle ſtep; to 
check a diſorderly paſſion, before it gathers 
—_ by indulgence and grows into a 

abit 


Happy they, who in any part of life be- 


come ſenſible of their errors, and with pain- 
ful ſelf-correCtion tread back the wrong ſteps 
they have taken : but happieſt of men are 
they, who from the earlieſt ſtage of moral 
life have with chearful freedom trod in the 
ways of virtue, and have known no other 


path; who by an even courfe of right con- 
duct from the firſt have at once avoided the 


miſeries of ſin, the ſorrows of repentance, 


aad the difficulties of virtue ; who not only 
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can think of their preſent ſtate with compa- 
ſure ; but reflect upon their paſt behaviour 
with conſcious approbation ; and look for- 
ward with unmixed joy to that important 
future hour, when they ſhall appear before 
God, and humbly offer to him a whole life, 
ſpent 1 in his ſervice. 

Once more: From this ſubje& we learn 
the importance of a religious education. — 
The infant mind is like a fertile field, which, 
if by due cultivation it be not made to pro- 
duce good fruit, will certainly ſpring up in 
tares and thiſtles, It therefore greatly con- 
cerns all thoſe, under whoſe care children 
are placed, in the very dawn of reaſon to 
inſti] into them good principles; to form 
them to juſt notions of things; to train 
them up with a ſtrict regard to piety and 
virtue; not by rough management to break 
the ſprightlineſs of their ſpirits; but by a 
winning affability to engage them to the love 
and chearful practice of their duty, No op- 
portunity ſhould be loſt of convincing them, 
how reaſonable and beneficial it is to do 
well; how unreaſonable and miſchievous to 
do ill, They ſhould hear continually, that 
the way of virtue and goodneſs is the 
High road to happineſs; and that a vitious 
courſe of life, however it may delude for a 
while, will infallibly end in ruin and de- 
ſtruction. They ſhould be taught to reve- 
rence their Creator, their Saviour, their con- 
ſciences, To ſet theſe things before them 


in 
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in a ſtrong light, and to fix them deep in 
their minds, ſhould be the conſtant aim of 


all parents and inſtructors ; as theſe are the 
moſt important truths they can teach, or 


their tender charge can learn. For if chil- 
dren are not taught to fear God, they will 
not fear man. If they do not love and re- 
verence their Maker, x ha will not love and 
reverence their beſt friends. Where there 
is no ſenſe of religion, all other bonds and 
ties ſignify 8 A religious education 
is the ſtrongeſt of all human ſecurities; and 


the ſureſt foundation that can be laid for 


virtue and happineſs, and no leſs in low 
than in high life. 

But in E life ſome parents have no 
inclination; ſome have no time, and many 
want ſufficient ſubſtance to educate their 
children in a proper manner. And when 
no care is taken in their education; when 
their minds are left unfurniſhed and naked, 
altogether, as their bodies, what muſt be the 
general conſequence, it is too eaſy to con- 
ceive. Habits of idleneſs and vice are ac- 
quired, and they ſoon become expert in all 
the arts of villainy. What inſtance of cha- 
rity can there be, more glorious in itſelf, or 
more beneficial to the public, than by fixing 
ſuch poor children in ſchools of labour, as 
well as of moral and religious inſtruction, to 
ſnatch them out of the jaws of deſtruction ; 


and to form thoſe, who otherwiſe might 


have been loſt to God, to themſelves, and 
ah ta wr Wo banctp — 
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to the community, into ſober citizens, uſeful 
ſubjects, and good chriſtians ! 

It is ſuch an exerciſe of charity, for which 
J am called this day to be an advocate, You 
will permit me to report to you, 


| 1 The preſent State of the School. 


HE foundation of it was laid in the 

year 1687, in the reign of king James 
the Second, when a ſchool was ſet up by one 
1 Poulton, a Jeſuit; and public notice was 
% given, that he would inſtruct the children of 
tae poor gratis: Upon which Mr. Arthur 
Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr. 
Ferdinando Holland, laid the foundation of 
this ſchool, to avoid the dangerous conſe- 
quences of a popiſh ſchool, and provide for 
the inſtruction of the children of the poor in 
the proteſtant way. 

The number of ſcholars at firſt was 40, 
afterwards increaſed to 50, and now to 180; 
they are taught to read, write, and cypher, 
and are inſtructed in the principles of our 
common chriſtianity; and thereby qualified 
for the ſervice of God and man. It may be 
faid to be the firſt ſchool the proteſtant Diſ- 
fenters were concerned in; here objects are 
received without diſtinction of parties, the 
common good being intended. 

It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts of 
this city, and the children of the pooreſt 


ſort of watermen, fiſhermen, and others, are 
here 


: a 
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here taught without any expence to their 
parents, and are furniſhed with bibles, teſta- 
ments, catechiſms, and writing and cypher- 
ing books. 

The charges have been defrayed by the 
gifts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons ; 
with an annual collection in this place on 
this day, together with the kind remem- 
brance of the ſaid ſchool by ſome in their laſt 


wills, 


From this account you ſee the original, 
and progreſs of this ſchool ; —the firſt in its 
kind amongſt you; founded on principles, 
generous and catholic, party and faction 
having no concern here; — ſituated, where 
ſuch a ſchool is moſt needed; the learning 
taught in it, ſuch as is ſuited to the circum- 
ſtances of the children, to make them good 
chriſtians, and uſeful members of ſociety in 
the lower ſtations of life. 

This is the charity I would recommend to 
your regard, if any further recommendation 


1s requiſite in behalf of thoſe, whoſe modeſt 


looks, whoſe unaffeted plainneſs, and re- 
gular behaviour do ſo engagingly plead for 
them, with all the force of the moſt moving 
eloquence. I am not imploring your com- 
paſſion for old and infirm perſons, whoſe 
younger years were ſpent in vanity and fin. 
I aſk not your charity for thoſe, who have 
exhauſted their ſubſtance in luxury and riot; 
and are now, by their folly, reduced to po- 


verty 
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verty and want; though ſome degrees of 
tenderneſs are due to ſuch unhappy perſons. 
But thoſe for whom I now ſupplicate are 
poor children. If then childhood and youth, 
expoſed to all the ſad attendants upon want 
and diſtreſs, can move your compaſſion, the 
objects are before you, which have a ſtrong 
claim to it. Caſt your pitying eye upon 
them. Let yonr kind, beneficent hands help 
forward the happineſs of thoſe, who, with 
a humility becoming their low eſtate, riſe 
up to crave your relief, and to implore bleſ- 
fings from heaven on their benefactors. The 
reaſon of the duty is clear and ſtrong: The 
motives to it are many and powerful. — By 
your contributions on this occafion, you will 
expreſs a chriſtian concern for the ſouls, as 
well as bodies of theſe children; and at the 
ſame time a generous regard to the commu- 
nity, whereof you are members. Our Sa- 
vior, who went about doing good, has left us 
an example in this reſpect, that we ſhould 


follow his fleps. His compaſhon and bene- 


volence to little children is obſerved by the 
Evangeliſts, and with ſuch circumſtances as 
ſhew that he laid a great ſtreſs upon this kind 
of charity. When his diſciples rebuked thoſe, 
who brought young children to him, he was 
diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto them, Suffer little 


children to come unto me, and forbid them nat, 
for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. He 


took them up in his arms, and bleſſed them ©. 
| With 


© Mark x. 13, 14, 15. 
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tb ſuch ſacrifices God is well-pleaſed * :— 
Such labours of love he will not forget *; they 
who do them Hall not loſe their reward, Ag 
for theſe little ones, ſuch is the weakneſs of 
their age, ſuch the meanneſs of their con- 
dition, that from them you cannot expect 


any recompence for your charity: But they 


have a Father in heaven, who will abun- 
dantly recompenſe you at the reſurrection of the 
juſtf. Bleſſed are the merciful ; for they ſhall 
chtain mercy s. — So forcible are theſe mo- 
tives, taken all together, that, if you have 
the hearts of chriſtians, you will not, you 
cannot, reſiſt them. 

But I forbear preſſing you any farther, I 
would not extort your charity, for fear of 
robbing you of the benefit of it. I would 
not aim at raiſing an undue warmth of af- 
fection; to your cooleſt reaſon the addreſs 
is made. My earneſt defire is, that you 
may approve yourſelves to God, and to your 
own conſciences in what you communicate. 
Act upon deliberate conviction. Act from 
right principles, from the ſublime principles 
of the goſpel: Let every one give, as be is 
diſpoſed in his own mind: but not grudgingly, 
or of neceſſity ; for God loveth a chearful giver b. 

I have but a few things more to fay : 
God grant they may make a due impreſſion 
on my own mind, and on your's. The fa- 
| ſhion 


4 Heb. xiii. 16, e vi. 10, f Luke xiv. 14. 
8 Match. v. 7. h 2 Cor. ix. 7. 15 
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thion of this * paſſeth away. A few 
more years, a few more months and days ; 
and we, who are now acting our ſeyeral parts 
on the buſy ſcene of life, muſt go off the 
ſtage, and be laid low in the duſt. Neg- 
lected opportunities will never return; new 
ones will never be offered. Let us therefore 
—_— unprove every opportunity of do- 
good, Perhaps this may be the laſt of 
tha kind ſome of us will ever have: And 
when the dying houf comes, how poor and 
empty will all the vain expenſive amuſements 
of life appear ! How little will they bear re- 
flection ! Whereas acts of benevolence, and 
a well-conducted charity atford pleaſures, 
which bear the review, and ſpring up afreſh 


upon reflection, Theſe heighten the en- 


joyments of life, chear under the evils of it, 


ſoften the dying pillow, and ſcatter the dark- 


neſs of the grave. When all the glories of 
this worg are fled as a dream, when the earth 
itſelf is Burnt up, theſe our works of faith 
will triumph over this wreck of nature, ac- 
company us to the bar of God, and, through 
Chriſt, recommend us to that comfortable 
Sentence: Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- 
rit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world. For I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me meat; I was thirſly, and ye 
gave me drink, — V erily, T ſay unto you, inaſ- 
much as ye have done it unto the leaft of theſe 


my brethren, you have done it unto me-. 
i Matth. xxv. 34,—40. 
THE END, 
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